[Morphological aspects concerning a hepatogenic conception of hyperbilirubinemia (author's transl)].
Liver biopsies of 2825 patients with various acute and chronic diseases of liver, gall bladder or pancreas were studied by means of modern techniques of the functional morphology (histochemistry-enzyme histochemistry, electron microscopy). Different icteric forms (prehepatic, hepatic and posthepatic icterus) are associated with distinct structural and functional changes of the hepatocytes and the intrahepatic bile ducts accompanied by a complex of disturbances in the bilirubin metabolism. In the early stage of icterus we found distinct pathogenetic and morphological differences between different forms of icterus. Following secondary alterations of the liver tissue these differences are lost. All steps of the bilirubin metabolism are disturbed now.